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ever, repeated interpellations through Werder's telegrams
put an end to this evasive method. In the meantime I
had begged his Majesty to recall Herr von Werder by
telegram to the Imperial Court, as he was being misused
at Livadia for diplomatic purposes without being able to
defend himself, and to forbid him to undertake political
commissions, as that belonged to the Russian but not to
the German service. The Emperor did not accede to my
wish, and as, at length, the Emperor Alexander, on the
ground of our personal relations, desired from me the ex-
pression of my own opinion through the Russian ambas-
sador at Berlin, it was no longer possible for me to evade
replying to the indiscreet question. I asked the ambas-
sador von Schweinitz, who was just at the end of his leave,
to visit me at Varzin before his return to St. Petersburg,
in order to receive my instructions. Schweinitz was my
guest from the nth to the I3th of October. I commis-
sioned him to repair as soon as possible via St. Peters-
burg to the Czar's Court at Livadia. My instructions to
Schweinitz were to the effect that our first care was
to preserve the friendship between the great monarchies,
which in a struggle with one another had more to lose as
regarded their opposition to the revolution than they had
to win. If, to our sorrow, this was not possible between
Russia and Austria, then we could endure indeed that our
friends should lose or win battles against each other, but
not that one of the two should be so severely wounded
and injured that its position as an independent Great
Power taking its part in the councils of Europe would be
endangered. The result of the unequivocally plain dec-
laration that Gortchakoff prevailed on his Sovereign to
wrest from us, in order to prove to him the Platonic char-
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